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Guidance on the prevention of COVID-19 onboard vessels 
and at Ship Management Companies’ premises

COVID-19

Recommendations

Shipping Companies should develop an OMP to 
prevent and control COVID-19 that would include an 
onboard quarantine plan and provide guidance on 
implementing measures and secure the delivery of 
detailed prevention and control arrangements. 

The purpose of the Plan is to provide facts and 
insights on the current COVID-19 situation, aiming to 
systematically analyze and address any incurring 
issues related to the pandemic, to increase 
awareness and to outline the actions and procedures 
put in place to prepare and protect the people 
onboard.

Additionally, the Plan will assist the Company to 
maintain its business continuity, its shore operation 
running and handle to the best possible extent this 
worldwide medical crisis and ultimately navigate 
through this uncertain situation. Shipboard 
personnel should become and keep themselves 
constantly familiar with the provisions of the OMP.

AMC has prepared numerous Outbreak Management 
Plans coupled with Risk Assessments, assisting 
Shipping Companies on coping effectively with this 
outbreak and maintaining the status of their 
operations intact. 
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For further information please contact:

On 31 December 2019, the World Health 
Organization's (WHO) China office heard the first 
reports of a previously unknown virus behind a 
number of pneumonia cases in Wuhan, a city in 
Eastern China. A new virus in the coronavirus 
family had appeared, the so-called “2019-nCoV” or 
“SARS-CoV-2”, causing the COVID-19 disease.

WHO declared the COVID-19 outbreak as a 
Pandemic constituting a Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern (PHEIC) that would 
demand close cooperation among Organizations, 
Governments and Companies in order to protect 
the health of the general public, seafarers 
included.

IMO has been working in close consultation with 
WHO and other responsible parties to assist 
Member States in minimizing the risks from the 
outbreak, providing guidance and information to 
companies to handle efficiently the impacts. 

Based on the latest IMO guidance, an Outbreak 
Management Plan (OMP), applicable to the Ship 
Management Companies’ premises and their 
managed vessels, must be in place from 18 March 
2020 and for as long as the COVID-19 outbreak 
lasts. Mr. Giannis Archontas

g.archontas@alphamrn.com

Mr. John Mellos
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