
In this context, AMC has developed an “ECDIS PROCEDURES 
MANUAL”, complementing the existing Navigational 
Procedures and Ship Instructions, to deal with all the above 
hazards, in accordance with the recognized practices of the 
marine Industry and the standards imposed by third party 
bodies, such as Oil majors, Rightship, etc. This ECDIS manual’s 
lay out is:
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Ambiguity in Shipping Company’s Policies, with regard to 
the shipboard ECDIS extent of use.

Lack of training of personnel in using the new systems 
and of familiarity with the new technologies.

Intrinsic difficulties of the bridge team to switch over 
from the conventional navigational operations and 
passage planning preparation, in paper-less navigational 
behavior.

Configuration of ECDIS parameters for the intended 
voyage, including setting of alarms to ensure navigational 
safety, without jeopardizing the equipment-user’s 
interface with overloaded / unnecessary information.

Operating anomalies.

Lack of adequate electronic charts for certain 
geographical areas and problems in obtaining and 
installing electronic charts updates.

Possibility of ECDIS failures and familiarity of handling 
relevant emergencies.

Enhanced testing and maintenance standards for the 
new equipment.

Industry’s regulating authorities and third party inspectors 
ask for all these issues being addressed with relevant 
procedures in the Operator’s Management System’s 
Manuals. 

tailored-made to be paired with the Operator’s existing 
Navigational Procedures, Instructions, Forms and 
Checklists, without demanding significant changes; and

adequately generic, in order to apply to all managed Fleet 
vessels, regardless the type of ECDIS equipment available 
(or to be installed) onboard; the ECDIS Manual does not 
substitute the Makers’ Instructions Manuals that should be 
always available and referred to, but complement them 
providing necessary procedural (and not purely technical) 
guidance.

It includes legislative requirements and risks associated with 
the use of ECDIS. Additionally, it addresses and provides 
information and guidance on major issues, such as:

system configuration
sensor inputs
scale range
display settings
vessel and safety settings
alarms settings and warnings
use of ECDIS for passage planning
use of ECDIS for collision avoidance
use of ECDIS at night
integration of ice data
route planning
charts updating
equipment maintenance, etc.

For further information please contact Mr. A. Debonos (a.debonos@alphamrn.com) or Mrs. A. Pissaridi (a.pissaridi@alphamrn.com)

The Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS) 
is a computer-based navigation information system that 
complies with IMO regulations and can be used as an 
alternative to paper nautical charts.

The enforced adoption of ECDIS for navigation is one of the 
latest measures coming to revolutionize the Bridge 
operational concept. 

The introduction of paper-less navigation has raised the 
concern of the international maritime community, as entailing 
significant hazards in navigation:
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